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in the mass to be exchanged for coin, is
claimed. In modern times the meaning has
not changed. Any person owning gold in any
form may take it to a government mint and
exchange it for gold coin, ounce for ounce,
except that enough is deducted to pay for
coining the bullion. This deduction is seign-
iorage.
SEINE, sayn, the most picturesque river
of France and its most important trade route.
The city of Paris lies on its banks. It rises
in the department of Cote-d'Or, flows north-
northwest arid enters the English channel
between Havre and Honfleur. Because of its
circuitous course, it is 475 miles long, and it
is navigable for 350 miles. Its mouth is an
estuary six miles wide, where is situated the
city of Havre. To enhance its commercial
value numerous locks and canals have been
constructed to connect it with the Scheldt,
the Meuse, the Rhine, the Rhone and the
Loire. Within recent years the Seine has
at times overflowed its banks, and Paris has
suffered severely from floods.
SEISMOGRAPH, size'mo graf, an instru-
ment for measuring the force and direction of
earthquakes and other earth movements. The
essential part of a seismograph is a pendulum
so delicately suspended that it is unaffected
by earth movements. The record is made by
the movement of the surface beneath it. Some
types of the apparatus are so constructed that
the record is produced photographically upon
a moving piece of sensitized paper or film;
others are so made that a stylus traces the
record on smoked paper attached to a mova-
ble cylinder. So sensitive is this delicate lit-
tle instrument that it can record at Rio
Janiero earth disturbances in Japan, on the
opposite side of the globe*
SELENE, m le' ne} in Greek mythology, the
goddess of the moon, daughter of Hyperion
and Thea and sister of Helios (the sun) and
Eos (the dawn). She was also called Phoebe,
and in later times was identified with Artemis.
In art she was often represented as a beau-
tifal woman with large wings and a flowing
robet and wearing a coronet
SEXiBTSlUM, a rare chemical element, dis-
covered by Berzelius in 1817 in the refuse
of a sulphuric add manufactory near Pah-
tan, in Sweden* It occurs in several miner-
als, chiefly in combination with sulphur, cop-
per, lead, mercury and silver, and is closely
related in its general chemical properties to
mlptmr and tellurium* Selenium takes fire
 when heated to a tolerably high temperature
in air or in oxygen, burning with a blue flame
and a disagreeable odor. "With hydrogen
selenium forms the very disagreeably smell-
ing gas, seleniureted hydrogen, the analogue
of sulphuretted hydrogen. In metallic form it
is a conductor of electricity, the power of
which is increased by sunlight.
SELF-DENYING ORDINANCE, aw/di-
nans, an enactment passed by the British Par-
liament in 1645, decreeing the resignation of
all members of that body who had held any
civil or military office during the Civil War
between Charles I and Parliament. Its ob-
ject was to remove inefficient commanders for
the remodeled army and to give control of the
army to radical Independents rather than to
Presbyterians, Cromwell, who was a mem-
ber of Parliament and an officer in the army,
was exeepted and reappointed to the com-
mand of the cavalry as lieutenant-general.
SELJUKS, seljooks', a Turkish dynasty
very powerful in Asia in the eleventh and
twelfth centuries, so named after Seljuk, a
chieftain of the Ghuz Turks. Persia was con-
quered by the Ghuz Turks in 1030, and this
formed the nucleus of the empire, which later
extended over Armenia, Turkestan, Syria and
Asia Minor. In the First and Second Cru-
sades, the Christians came into conflict with
the Seljuks because of their cruelty toward
pilgrims to the Holy Land (see crusades).
The Seljuk dynasties held sway until the end
of the thirteenth century, the Ottoman Empire
in Asia being founded upon the ruins of the
Seljuk Empire. Omar Khayyam (which see)
flourished during the period of Seljuk
supremacy.
SELKIRK, alexander (1676-1723), a
Scotch adventurer, whose experiences on an
uninhabited island inspired the story of Rob-
inson Crusoe, He took part in buccaneering
expeditions in the Southern Pacific, and in.
consequence of a quarrel with his captain he
was put ashore, at his own request, on the
island of Juan Fernandez, off the coast of
Chile. There he lived alone for four years
and four months, until he was rescued by the
captain of a privateer, He returned home in
1712, and his adventures became known to
the public. He afterward rose to the ranli
of lieutenant in the navy, Defoe's Bobinson
Crusoe appeared in 1719, but Crusoe's expe-
riences have but little in common with those
of Selkirk. See kobin-son crusoe; jvak
pernaotez, for illustration.

